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Abstract

This qualitative study applying research and development approach aimed
to: 1) survey the models of the elderly social welfare provided by local administrative
organizations and relevant organizations, 2) analyse and synthesize the models of the
elderly social welfare provided by local administrative organizations and relevant
organizations, 3) develop the model of the elderly social welfare provision appropriate
to socio-geographic basis of Phetchaburi Province, and 4) try out the developed model
in 3 sub-districts, Samor Pleu, Don Yang, and Ban Nai Dong, in Ban Lat, Meaung, and
Tha Yang Districts respectively. The tools for data collection were a preliminary data
checklist form, an interview form, and questions for focus group discussion. The
samples, selected by using purposive sampling method, consisted of 30 chief
executives of sub-district administrative organizations, 30 presidents of the elderly
clubs, 30 committees of the elderly clubs, and the village taskforce, 4-5 persons in
each village. The data were collected by surveying, interviewing, organizing workshop,
and organizing focus group discussion. The data were analysed by using content
analysis. The research results were as follows: 1) The survey of the models of the
elderly social welfare provided by local administrative organizations and relevant
organizations revealed that (1) the organizations under Ministry of Social Development
and Human Security supported budget, buildings, knowledge, and experts for
organizing the elderly social welfare provision, (2) sub-district administrative
organizations provided money for living to the elderly, organized activities for the
elderly on special occasions, organized study tours for the elderly, and supported
other relevant organizations in the elderly social welfare provision, (3) the organizations
under the Association of Senior Citizen Council of Thailand such as the elderly clubs
in various sub-districts organized the activities for developing the elderly’s quality of
life such as exercises, food provision, recreation, knowledge and Thamma provision,
money and material charity, study tour, experience sharing with other clubs, and
coordination with other groups or organizations in communities, (4) Sub-district Health
Promotion Hospitals organized the activities for health care, health promotion,

provision of knowledge and skills on health care and personal and family hysiene, and
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supported facilitators and exercise equipment,  (5) temples organized activities for
developing mental health by promoting merit making, meditation, etc., whereas
schools promoted the value of the elderly by inviting them to teach the students
about local wisdoms, (6) private businesses supported money and materials for
organizing activities and employed the elderly, 2) the analysis and synthesis of the
models of the elderly social welfare provided by local administrative organizations and
relevant organizations revealed that the elderly clubs were the main units in inviting
the elderly to join the activities for promoting and developing their quality of life once
a month, and the elderly club committees consisted of various people, some were
retired officials, 3) the proper model of the elderly social welfare provision consisted of
the following aspects: (1) the elderly club with the coordination of village taskforce
should be the leader in organizing activities for the elderly in the village and sub-
district, (2) the relevant groups, organizations, and offices should support essential
resources for organizing activities, (3) the activities in the villages should be held more
than once a month and the elderly attending the activities should apply the
knowledge and skills they have got to practice in daily life, (4) the elderly should share
their experience to each other in the next meeting, (5) the activities in sub-district and
province levels should be held at least once a month and once a year respectively,
and (6) the taskforce for raising funds should be established in every elderly club, and
4) after the model being tried out in 3 sub-districts, it was found that the village
taskforce could successfully organize the projects and activities they planned according
to the model developed by the researchers, with the support of resources from
relevant organizations.

Keywords: Model, social welfare provision, the elderly, socio-geography
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